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The Texas Comptroller’s of�ce divides the state’s 
268,000 square miles into 12 economic regions, 
each with at least one Census-de�ned metropolitan 
statistical area (MSA), urban areas with relatively 
high populations and close economic integration.
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TO SEE A COMPLETE LIST OF THE COMPTROLLER’S 12 ECONOMIC REGIONS,  
plus more in-depth county-by-county data, visit:  comptroller.texas.gov/economy/economic-data/regions/ 

TEXAS 
STATEWIDE ECONOMIC SNAPSHOT

THIS ANALYSIS PREDATES 
THE COVID-19 CRISIS AND 
THE ECONOMIC IMPACTS 

THAT FOLLOWED. IT IS 
OFFERED AS AN 

OVERVIEW OF THE 
STATEWIDE ECONOMY 
AND A RESOURCE FOR 

COMPARATIVE PURPOSES.

1.  OIL AND GAS EXTRACTION
2. SUPPORT ACTIVITIES FOR MINING
3. PIPELINE TRANSPORTATION
4. PETROLEUM AND COAL PRODUCTS MANUFACTURING
5. HEAVY AND CIVIL ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION

6. SPACE RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY
7. LEATHER AND ALLIED PRODUCT 

MANUFACTURING
8. AIR TRANSPORTATION
9. MUSEUMS, HISTORICAL SITES AND SIMILAR 

INSTITUTIONS
10. SUPPORT ACTIVITIES FOR TRANSPORTATION

TOP 10 INDUSTRIES BY LOCATION QUOTIENT

Each of Texas’ 12 economic regions 
features dominant industries unique to 
each, contributing to an economic 
diversity that helped the state navigate 
previous economic downturns.

The Texas economy has seen 
consistent growth in the last decade. 
The military and its supporting 
industries have had a positive impact 
on all of the state’s economic regions. 
Businesses supporting energy 
extraction and transportation are 
highly concentrated in Texas, making 
its economy unique among states.
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In 2019, more than 12.5 million persons were 
employed in Texas. From 2009 to 2019, the state’s 
job count rose by 22.3 percent, substantially 
outperforming national job growth. 

Texas’ most signi�cant occupations are shown below, 
sorted by numerical growth during the last �ve years.

In 2019, Texas had an estimated 
population of 29 million, more than half 
of it concentrated in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth-Arlington MSA (26 percent) and 
Houston-The Woodlands-Sugarland MSA 
(24.1 percent). From 2010 to 2019, the 
state’s population rose more than twice 
as fast as the nation’s, at 15.3 percent vs. 
6.3 percent. 

In 2019, taxable sales directly attributable 
to businesses in the state exceeded 
$556.7 billion.
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TEXAS VS. U.S., 2010-2019

REVENUE SUBJECT TO SALES TAX, TEXAS

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Source: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts

EMPLOYMENT GROWTH, TEXAS VS U.S., 2009-2019

U.S.TEXAS

22.3%

13.7%
Note: Figures include 
private and public sector 
employees with the 
exception of active-duty 
military personnel, railroad 
employees, religious 
institution employees and 
the self-employed.   

Sources: JobsEQ and U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics

MATHEMATICAL SCIENCE OCCUPATIONS

SUPERVISORS OF PERSONAL CARE AND SERVICE WORKERS

SALES REPRESENTATIVES, SERVICES

ANIMAL CARE AND SERVICE WORKERS

PERSONAL CARE AND SERVICE WORKERS (OTHER)

Texas workers with some college or 
associate degrees and stable jobs earned 
an average of $8,393 more annually than 
those with a high school degree, while 
those with at least a bachelor’s degree 
earned an average of $43,681 more. 
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TOP OCCUPATIONS IN TEXAS BY NUMERIC 
GROWTH, 2014-2019 NUMBER EMPLOYED                                 AVERAGE ANNUAL WAGES

LESS THAN HIGH SCHOOL
HIGH SCHOOL OR 
EQUIVALENT, NO COLLEGE
SOME COLLEGE OR 
ASSOCIATE DEGREE
BACHELOR’S DEGREE OR 
ADVANCED DEGREE
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EDUCATION AVERAGE ANNUAL EARNINGS 
BY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT,  
TEXAS
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Note: Data are as of Q4 2019 except wage data, 
which represent covered employment in 2018.                                                                                         Source: JobsEQ 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau and JobsEQ
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THE ECONOMIC REGIONS OF TEXAS


