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As the state’s chief financial officer, I am charged with monitoring the economic health of our state and its

regions. The state of Texas has 12 economic regions including the Metroplex Region.

The 19-county Metroplex Region covers about 15,600 square miles in northern Texas, stretching from
Oklahoma south to the Brazos River and from the Cedar Creek Reservoir on the east to Possum Kingdom
Lake on the west. Below we examine demographic and
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economic statistics that influence the region’s economy.
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POPULATION GROWTH
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The Metroplex Region’s estimated total
population in 2017 was about 7.4 million, or
more than 27 percent of the state’s total
population. This is an increase of about 15
percent (almost 1 million people) since the
2010 census.
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Receipts subject to state sales tax directly
attributed to the Metroplex Region trended
upward in the past decade, with a significant
climb following the 2009 recession.
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accounted for nearly 30
percent of the state’s total employment, making this
region the largest employment base in the state.

METROPLEX REGION
VS. TEXAS AND U.S.
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**Figures include private and public sector employees with the exception of active-duty military
personnel, railroad employees, religious institution employees and the self-employed.

Sources: JobsEQ and U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

The Metroplex Region and its 19 counties have many economic variables and
challenges that are unique. The region has similar racial diversity as Texas
and contains 27 percent of the state’s population. All counties in this region
are experiencing population growth. If this region were a state, it would be
the 13th most populated. The region’s high school graduation rate mirrors the
state’s rates, and there are many options for higher educational achievement.

The local economy is strong and accounts for about 24 percent of the state’s
overall sales tax revenue collections. The region added more than 550,000
jobs between 2007 and 2017 and had job growth at a higher rate than the
state. However, it is the concentration of high-paying, high-growth industries
(including air transportation, money and banking and technology) that makes
the region’s economy distinctive.

THE METROPLEX REGION IS ONE OF THE COMPTROLLER’S 12 ECONOMIC REGIONS.
To see a complete list of these regions, plus more in-depth county-by-county data, visit: comptroller.texas.gov/economy/economic-data/regions/
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